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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Spring has arrived! While the news reporters have 
told us that this Winter’s weather was normal, we 
know that there was not much else “normal” about 
our Winter.  With the arrival of Spring, we also 
welcome the arrival of days that will lead us closer 
to the end of our health crisis.  As this transition 
occurs and our optimism continues to bloom, we 
remain focused as a school community towards 
the academic and social growth of our chil-
dren.  The targeted character education trait for the 
month of March was “Honesty” and information 
communicated to the students on this topic empha-
sized the importance of the children being honest, 
accepting that everyone can make mistakes, and 
understanding the importance of learning from 
mistakes. After all, recognition of a mistake is the 
first step in the learning process. Our character 
sticker program continues to flourish as evidenced 
by the pride that children show when they are se-
lected for this recognition as a result of their 
demonstration of the monthly character trait and 
through the building of our “character wall” that 
visually memorializes student achievement in this 
area. With many of our students returning to 
school 5 days per week for in – person instruction, 
we are also extending our character recognition 
program to the consistent demonstration of appro-
priate behavior on the school bus.  This recogni-
tion activity will build the student’s understanding 
of the fact that showing good character should also 
occur outside of our school’s walls. As a full com-
munity we can promote this concept by recogniz-
ing our children’s good character when it is 
demonstrated at home, in the store, or during an 
activity.  Identifying our children being responsi-
ble, respectful, kind, honest, and trustworthy is 
certainly something that makes us all proud and 
the children need to be praised when they demon-
strate these qualities. Of course, we should also 
remember that our children generally learn appro-
priate values through observation of those around 
them.  In effect, one can state that values are 
caught and not taught.  Positive role models have a 
great impact on our children’s lives and through 

Read Across America activities, Janvier’s 
students had the opportunity to interact with 
some positive role models who served as 
guest readers.  These role models included a 
group of Caroline Reutter School students 
who met virtually with our Jackrabbits.  You 
will find articles about these programs and 
other literacy – based activities in this edi-
tion of the Janvier Journal.  Also in this edi-
tion, you can read of the learning activities 
that are occurring in some of our Related 
Arts classes and core curriculum information 
from grade level teams. The return of warm-
er weather leads to thoughts of the end of the 
school year but with just under a full tri-
mester remaining, there is still time for much 
learning to occur.  Thank you for all of the 
support that you have provided throughout 
this school year and the staff of Mary F. 
Janvier Elementary wishes you an enjoyable 
Spring. 
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What a wonderful time we had cele-
brating Read Across America Day 
and Dr. Seuss!  All Janvier classes 
had a special visit from the “Cat in 
the Hat” and he showed us just how 
much fun reading can be! Each hybrid 
student received a special “Cat in the 
Hat” costume and Dr. Seuss pencil 
provided by the Janvier PTA.  6th 
Grade Reutter students joined in the 
fun by providing a virtual reading of 
their favorite Dr. Seuss book for our 
Janvier 2nd Grade hybrid students.  In 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade, special 
guest readers visited the classrooms 

The Cat In The Hat Visits Janvier 

both in person and virtually to read 
their favorite Dr. Seuss story.  Our 
guest readers included members of 
Administration as well as our In-
structional Coaches, Related Arts 
team members and School Nurs-
es.  Janvier virtual students were 
treated to a special reading by our 
very own Mr. Kobik!  Read Across 
America Day was a huge success 
for the Janvier and Reutter stu-
dents, and I want to thank everyone 
who made our celebration possible! 

 

Spring is here!  Thank you so much for 
all of your support with Virtual Music 
Class!  Our Kindergarten classes are 
learning to sing nursery rhymes and  are 
traveling across the curriculum in April 
with some science experiments!  Our 1st 
Grade classes are learning the history of 
folk music, and our 2nd Grade classes 
are learning to sing some new songs!  I 
am so proud of everyone for their hard 
work!    

What’s Happening in Music Class 

Tips From The Reading Specialist 

Hi, I am Mrs. Fasanella, the Reading 
Specialist at Janvier.  Please see the 
tips below for practicing letter sounds, 
letter names, high frequency words, 
and phonics skills at home. 
 Put post-its around the house with 

letters or words. As your child en-
ters the room, have them state the 
sound or read the word. 

 Use plastic cups and write letters or 
words on them.  Your child can 
then make a stack with all the let-
ters and /or words they know. 

 Make a word hopscotch outside.  
Write a letter or word in each 
box.  Your child can jump to the 
word as you call it out. 

 Use chalk outside and practice 
spelling words/letters. 

  Write letters on bottle caps.  
Have your child use the caps to 
make words to spell. 

 Use magnetic letters to spell 
words on cookie sheets or on 
the fridge.  You can call out the  

letter and your child can find it 
on the fridge/cookie sheet.  
Please check out my school 
website for more ideas and vid-
eos from me: 
https:/app.oncoursesystems. 
com/school/webpage/14134976 
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Our “bright” Speech students are 
working on rainbows in Speech 
Therapy!  Students are working on 
their speech and language goals and 
showing off their hard work.  Rain-
bows are hung around and outside 
of our Speech rooms.  Preschool 
students are working on goals such 
as attending to task, requesting, and 
accurately producing sounds.  Kin-
dergarten through 2nd Grade stu-
dents are working on goals such as 
defining vocabulary, forming gram-
matically correct sentences, and ac-
curately producing sounds.  We 
cannot wait to add in more Spring 
activities and vocabulary! 

 

Spring Activities In Speech 

Computer Literacy 

Our students are continuing to do 
an amazing job in Computer Liter-
acy!  Our focus in Kindergarten 
continues to be on word pro-
cessing.  Students have been using 
Google Docs to demonstrate prop-
er punctuation, spacing, and text 
formatting, as well as to learn vari-
ous other features in Docs.  In 1st 
and 2nd Grade, students continue 
to use Google Slides to present in-
formation they have 
learned.  Please remember to check 

Google Classroom and work on as-
signments at home to make sure 
they are completed.  Keep up the 
great work boys and girls!  

It is time to SPRING into fitness 
this month! With warmer weather 
finally in our forecast it is im-
portant that we remember to get 
outside and get our daily 60 
minutes of exercise in.  Our focus 
these next few weeks will cover 
lifelong fitness habits as well as 
other fun daily activities we can do 
in the warmer weather.  I hope to 
see you all in the gym soon!  Keep 
up the great work boys and girls! 
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As the weather gets warmer Kinder-
gartners are excited to return to 
school 5 days a week. We are work-
ing on reading Springtime stories 
and writing about Springtime activi-
ties that we can do outside. Kinder-
garten students are enjoying outside 
mask breaks that involve working 
on phonics and math skills with 
sidewalk chalk. We are looking for-
ward to our Earth Day celebration 
where we will be planting seeds in 
our Janvier garden. We hope every-
one will enjoy the nice Spring 

weather during their break and re-
turn ready to get back to learning!  

Read Across America in 1st Grade 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

Read Across America week was 
extra special this year for many of 
our 1st Grade students.  Stacy 
Bauer, a Published Author of the 
“Cami the Kangaroo and Wyatt 
Too” series, visited us virtual-
ly.   She explained all about her-
self and shared that she started 
writing books when she was just 7 
years old!  Mrs. Bauer also 
showed us the process you must 
go through to get a book pub-
lished.  It was all very interest-
ing!  She read us two of her stories 
and explained what her next book 
would be about.  The virtual ses-

sion ended with a question and 
answer time where the students 
were able to interact with her on a 
more personal level.  It was a fun 
opportunity for everyone in-
volved!  

In 2nd Grade we have been busy 
understanding place value for 
three-digit numbers. We have 
been working on writing those 
numbers in many different ways 
like; Number Form, Expanded 
Form, Base Ten Form and even 
Word Form. Understanding 
Three-Digit numbers will be ben-
eficial in using place value to 
round numbers in 3rd Grade,  and 
will apply when  adding and sub-
tracting three-digit numbers. 
Knowing place value is important 

because it will also allow your 
child to mentally  add and subtract 
tens and hundreds. Remember, the 
steps may be more than what you 
are used to doing, but we promise 
you, there is a method as to why 
we teach it the way we do.  

.   


